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This Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer (LGBTQ) Oral History Project began as a key 
component of a cross-listed Boise State University course, Intro to LGBTQ Studies (GEN 380, 
HIS 381, SOC 497). Dr. Riley Caldwell-O’Keefe taught the course and designed the project as 
an interactive learning tool to help students understand LGBTQ history, with special emphasis 
on Idaho history, and the impacts of this history on local individuals. In addition to this history 
and context, students learned interviewing techniques throughout the semester. We discussed 
ethical considerations and obtained Institutional Review Board (IRB) approval for the project. 
Throughout the process, we worked with Boise State Special Collections and Archives librarians, 
Alan Virta and Cheryl Oestreicher. The culmination and digital release of the collection would 
have been impossible without them. We are thrilled and honored to offer these first-person 
insights which help provide a more well-rounded and comprehensive story of Idaho history. 
 
Name: Theron McGriff 
 
Biography: Theron Wayne McGriff was born on July 14th, 1963 in Pine Bluff, Arkansas and 
grew up on a farm in nearby Star City. He went through a difficult and precedent setting court 
case for custody of his two children, Callan and Payton.  At the time of the interview, he had no 
relationship with his one older sister due to her behavior during the custody case.  Theron met, 
dated and quickly married his ex-wife, Shawn, in their late twenties.  She divorced him after they 
moved to Idaho Falls and one year later he started dating his partner, Nick Case.  He has since 
had a significant impact on his community.  Along with some friends, he started an HIV/AIDS 
black tie fundraising event.  He became the first president of the resulting event organization, 
Breaking Boundaries.  His work with Breaking Boundaries, Pride Foundation, the precedent 
setting court case and his support of people going through similar cases across the country, have 
led to a great deal of deserved recognition.  This ranges from the mayor’s choice award for their 
4th of July Breaking Boundaries parade float to the President’s Call to Service Award and the 
National LGBT Bar Association and the Lavender Law Association’s Pioneering LGBT Parents 
Award.  He feels that, “You don’t need to explain who and what you are.  If people have an issue 
with it, it’s that, it’s their issue.”  The background noise throughout the interview is the breaking 
down of the previous night’s 10th anniversary Breaking Boundaries event which drew 400 
people and raised approximately $35,000.  His relationship with his daughters, Nick and the 
impact of the custody case are woven throughout the interview. 
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Pocatello, Mayor’s cultural awareness committee 
 
Interview date: December 3, 2011 
Interviewed by: Riley Caldwell-O’Keefe 
Interview Duration: 2:02 
City: Idaho Falls 
 
Time Notation:  
0:00:00 Outed in USA Today and the Today Show 
0:00:30 White, Male, middle-class, gay, able-bodied (except “old as crap”) 
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0:02:20 Birth (July 14, 1963 birth) – Born in Pine Bluff and grew up in Star City (2,000 
people) 
0:03:00 Growing up, farm life, work in high school 
0:08:30 Shawn’s parents “outed” him to his own parents at the time of the custody case 
(2001) 
0:10:30 Impact on relationship with daughters, parents, and sister 
0:13:00 Awareness of sexual identity (Shawn, propositioned by men, Nick) 
0:21:00 College (degree in chemistry) 
0:24:00 Move to Idaho Falls (Shawn was pregnant with first child, Callan) 
0:26:00 November 1997 met/began dating Nick and Theron was “outed,” Shawn filed 
custody case when he and Nick moved in together 
0:28:30 “Lunch tour” – came out individually to friends who held an auction to raise money 
for lawyer fees for custody case 
0:34:00 Media frenzy – “unreluctant activist” 
0:36:00 Idaho supreme court custody case, NCLR took over case 
0:49:00 Friends (Mike and John) held pot luck dinners to raise money 
0:55:00 Current relationship with Shawn and impact on children 
1:02:00 Religious background 
1:06:00 Community building, beginning of Breaking Boundaries (2002) 
1:11:00 Pros/cons of coming out in these circumstances 
1:17:00 Supportive work environment at INL and shift to include domestic partner benefits 
and sexual orientation as a protected identity 
1:22:00 First gay experience was a bar in Pocatello 
1:27:00 Bridging communities 
1:36:00 Mayor’s cultural awareness committee 
1:45:00 Hope for Idaho 
1:46:00 Advice for young LGBTQ people 
1:51:00 Closing thoughts 
1:54:00 Clarification about sister/family relationship 
2:00:00 Clarification about “lunch tours” 
 
